
 

XDebug - PHP developer’s swiss knife 

Advanced tool to debug, profile & trace PHP scripts 

1. Remote debugging  

2. Profiling 

3. Tracing 

Remote debugging 

• Ensure php-xdebug installed & loaded. phpinfo() from any runnable file 

• Configure corresponding `ini` file. Sample below: 

$bat /etc/php/7.4/mods-available/fire_engine.ini 

───────┬─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 

       │ File: /etc/php/7.4/mods-available/fire_engine.ini 

───────┼─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 

   1   │ max_execution_time = 60 

   2   │ memory_limit = 1G 

   3   │ error_reporting = E_ALL & ~E_DEPRECATED & ~E_STRICT 

   4   │ display_errors = On 

   5   │ display_startup_errors = On 

   6   │ date.timezone = America/Chicago 

   7   │ soap.wsdl_cache_limit = 10 

   8   │ opcache.revalidate_path = 1 

   9   │ opcache.memory_consumption = 256 

  10   │ 

  11   │ xdebug.profiler_enable=0 

  12   │ xdebug.profiler_enable_trigger=1 

  13   │ xdebug.profiler_output_dir=/tmp/xdebug.out 

  14   │ xdebug.profiler_output_name=callgrind.out.%t 

  15   │ xdebug.profiler_append=0 

  16   │ 

  17   │ xdebug.trace_output_dir=/tmp/xdebug.out 

  18   │ 

  19   │ xdebug.remote_enable = 1 

  20   │ xdebug.remote_connect_back = 1 

  21   │ xdebug.remote_port= 9090 

  22   │ 

  23   │ #vdebug 

  24   │ xdebug.remote_handler="dbgp" 

  25   │ xdebug.remote_host=localhost 

  26   │ xdebug.remote_autostart=0 

───────┴─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 

0 ✓ success ^_^  

 

 



 

PHPStorm 

  

1. Setup PHPStorm IDE – Configure the port & mapping 

2. Pass the cookie with help of bookmarklets 

https://www.jetbrains.com/phpstorm/marklets/


 

 

 

Atom: 



 

VSCode: 



 

vim  – My personal choice  

Please use plugin - vdebug 



 

 

QCacheGrind – Benchmarking the performance 



  

 

 

 



Update 2022/Jan - Eclipse for PHP dev 
 
1. Install Eclipse for PHP dev. It’s preloaded with java11 & you no need to worry on JREs 
2. Load a project from your workspace and let Eclipse index it first 
3. Choose `Break at First Line` at  Window > Preferences > PHP > Debug 
4. Configure Xdebug  (Window > Preferences > PHP > Debug > Debuggers > Xdebug > Configure ) 

a. Port matching your /etc/php/7.4/mods-available/fire_engine.ini 
b. Listen to remote call. Preferably Accept remote session(JIT) :  prompt 

5. Configure Mapping (Window > Preferences > PHP > Servers) 
a. Add `New` & config the mapping;  
b. Ensure Xdebug picked & path mapping is relative. Refer sample below 

6. Add some breakpoint on your code journey 
7. Trigger request from browser with cookie `XDEBUG_SESSION`  

a. Remote debug session request should prompted; Approve to debug 

 

 



 

    


